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ADVERTISEMENT. 
| Skar, of my worthy Friends and Pa- 


riſhioners, for whoſe Judgment I have 
the greateſt Regard, being of Opinion that 
the following Difcourſe might be of Service, 
if made public ; I have complied with their 
repeated Requeſts, and delivered it to the 
World. If it be found uſeful in the leaſt De- 
gree to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, I have my 
Reward : And I pray God to make it fo, that 
his Glory may more and more abound in our 
Land; that Numbers may be added to his 
Church daily ; and that we his People 924 
be ſo filled with his Love and Praiſes, as to 
enjoy, in the fincere Profeſſion of the Goſpel 
of Truth, that Peace which paſſeth all Un- 


derſtanding 
Plaiſtou, Oct. x, 
2755. 


" LoxE XiX. 22. 


oi be ſaith unto bim, Out of thine own Mouth 
will 1 judge thee, thou wicked Servant. 


5 O U R Saviour in this chapter is compar- 
: ing the Goſpel-kingdom to a certain 
nobleman, who gave gifts to ſeveral 
of his ſervants, wherewith they. might trade 
tilt his return to take an exact account of their 
improvements,—(Occupy till I come.) St. Mar- 
thew ſpeaks of ten talents delivered to one, five 
to another, and ſo on: St. Lake informs us; 
that he gave the ſame to each, one pound, 
which they improved differently; the firſt 
gaining ten pounds with it, (Lord, thy pound 
hath gained ten pounds,) the ſecond, five : and 
they were rewarded according to their ſeveral 
improvements. But another came, we are 
told, ſaying, Lord, here is thy pound which I 
have kept laid up in a napkin : for I feared thee, 
becauſe thou art an auſtere man; thou taleſt up 
that thou latdft not down, and reapeſi that thou 
— And his lord faid unto him, 
Out of thine own mouth will 1 judge thee, thou 
| * V wicked 


| ; (4) Ele” 
wicked ſervant. Thy own confeſſion ſhall be 


thy condemnation, which, whether it be true 
or falſe in fact, matters little; - thou haſt ſaid, 
and thy own words ſhall judge thee. Thou 
Eneweſt that I was an auſtere man, taking up 
that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not 
fow,—Wherefore then gaveft not thou my money 
into tbe bank, that. at ny coming I might have 
required mine own with uſury? * If thou 
kneweſt, as thou haſt confeſſed, that I was 
this auſtere and hard maſter, why didſt thou 
not uſe all:thy endeavours to approve thyſelf 
in my ſight ; ſince thou muſt be well aſſured, 
that ſo auſtere and hard a maſter could never 
be pleaſed or ſatisfied with an idle and unpro- 
fitable ſervant?” | 
Thus the ſervant from nis own words was 
condemned: and thus will God judge and con- 
demn from their own words and confeſſions 
all thoſe finful profeflors of Chriſt's religion, 
Pho bear the ſacred name of Cbriſtians; who 
are: baptiſed with that holy baptiſm ; who 
there have received from him the precious 
gift of the holy Spirit, which they have ſuf- 
fered to remain buried in their hearts; who 
take that holy name of Jeſus into their lips, 
but never conform to his divine example in 
their lives. From their own lives and con- 
feſſions will he condemn ſuch ; and what 
condemnation can be more bitter and ſevere, 
| what 


(5) * 


what will aggravate our pangs and tortures in 
eternal woe more than the reflection, that we 
have been our own judges, that we have con- 
demned ourſelves to this place of torments ? 
We eſpecially, of the church of Eng land, 
ſhall · above all others be thus ſelf condemned. 
i our lives be not agrecable to the doctrine of 
"Chrift, if our talent be wrapped up in a napkin, 


if we do not improve the precious gift be- 


ſtowed upon us, and live in that faith and 
holineſs, which we profeſs, and for which we 
continually pray. For think, what egregious 
mockery of God it is, in ſolemn proſtration 
to bend ourſelves before his throne, and, with 
united voice, to aſk- for graces and virtues, 
which, as we never deſire, ſo we never ſtrive 
to obtain ? 

To ſet this matter in the cleareſt light be- 
fore your eyes, and ſo (if it pleaſe the al- 
mighty Giver of all good gifts) to ſtir up thoſe, 
who in words profeſs, but in deeds deny, the 
religion of Chrift, to a ſerious thought of the 
imminent danger of ſuch a ſelf-judging, ſelf- 
condemning ſtate, I propoſe, in the follow- 
ing diſcourſe, to extract ſome few of thoſe 
paſſages from the Liturgy of our church, 
wherein we all confeſs, in prayer, our want 
and: defire of the pardon and peace to be ob- 
tained by Jeſus Chriſt: and if the extracts oc- 
caſion me to be ſomewhat longer than uſual, 


"i N 6) 

I hope, the importance of the ſubject will 
render you attentive and patient hearers. For 
I truſt, this reflection will have no ſmall 
welght with many of you, — What ſhall I 
anſwer my almighty Judge and Lord, when 
I ſtand before his awful tribunal, I that. day, 
if I am not the Chriſtian which 1 profeſs to 
be, if I do not the things, which I acknow- 
ledge my duty, and for which I daily pray?“ 
This diſcourſe too will have another uſe, in 
fully ſatisfying you, that thoſe points which I 
have fo often and earneſtly preſſed upon your 
hearts from hence, are the very truths you 
all profeſs to believe; the very things for 
which we jointly pray; the very doctrines of 
that church whereof we boaſt ourſelves mem- 
bers—And may the Spirit of God ſo bleſs m 
words and labours for your ſakes, that the 
many friendſhips and kindneſſes I receive a- 
mongſt you in temporal things, may be richly 


repaid in an abundance of ſpiritual. bleſſings, 


to the everlaſting good and glory of your 
ſouls! . | 
Our Liturgy 1 is founded upon that nenn 
redemption is founded, the knowledge and 
_ confeſſion of our * loft and finful eflate, And 
therefore it. begins well with ſeveral ſelect 
paſſages of ſacred Scripture, © moving us to. 
acknowledge and confeſs our manifold fins 


and wickedneſs, and that we ſhould. not diſ- 


ſemble 


| 7; C7 ) 
| ſerable nor cloke them before the face of al- 
mighty God our heavenly Father, but con- 


feſs them with an bumble, lowly, penitent, and 


obedient beart ; to the end that we may obtain 
forgiveneſs of 'the fame, by his FA good- . 
_ neſs and mercy.” | 
Accordingly we unite, IR, in confeſſion of 
our ſins to almighty God, acknowledging 
with St. Paul, that in us, that is, in our fleſh*, 
[our old man, our corrupt nature] dwelleth no 
good thing ; in that, 1ſt, © We have erred 
and ſtrayed from the ways of God like loſt 
ſheep. 2. That we have followed too much 


the devices and deſires of our own hearts. 


3. That we have offended againſt his holy 


laws. 4. That we have left undone hols Fo 


things which we ought to have done; and 
5. That we have done thoſe things which we 


ought not to have done; and laſtly, That 


there is no health in us: no ſoundneſs in our 
corrupt nature, but that from the ſole of the 
foot even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſs in 
it, but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying 
ſores $.,—As we go on, we confeſs that we 
have unclean hearts, and beg of God to make 
them clean, as He only can do it, —0 God, 
male clean our hearts within us. We profeſs 
ourſelves to be in the blindneſs and darkneſs 
of fin, and beg of God to /ighten our darkneſe. 
Kom. vii. . | 4 9005'S 
©» - In 


(8 ) 
15 the Litany we confeſs ourſelves miſerable 
 fiamers,- and intreat the Lord ro have mercy 


upon us, over and over. We there beſeech 


our Lord Chriſt not to remembey nor to take 
vengeance as well of the offences of our fore- 
fathers, as of our own; and pray to be de- 
livered from all our Sod from blindneſs of 
heart, pride, envy, hatred, and every bitter 
fruit of the old, evil and corrupt ſtock. As 


 ſmners we beſeech God to hear us. We beg, | 


not to he dealt with after our fins, nor rewarded - 
after our iniquities.— We defire God to turn 
from us all thoſe evils which we moſt rigb- 
reouſly have deſerved, and mercifully to look 
yo our infirmities.” _ 
Thus we confeſs-our manifold Cinfolbef 
. before God; our loſt eſtate, ' our utter diſ- 
obedience, 4 the impoſſibility of attaining 
any ching, but by the mercy and forgiveneſs ky 
of a gracious and pardoning God: and how, 
my brethren," can it be poſſible, that any 
_ Chriſtian who joins: in theſe confeſſions and 
| Prayers to God, ſhould ever ſtand upon his 
own merit, ſhould ever deny his loft and 
fallen eſtate, ſhould ever doubt of the impoſ- 
ſibility of an acceptance with God, ſave only 
by the blood and merits of Jeſus Chrift ?—But 
who ſhall dare to make theſe confeſſions,” and 
thus to approach the throne of an all- ſeeing 
God with a notorious falſhood 1 in his mouth, 
neither 


TTY 


5 neither knowing, feeling, nor lamenting the 
miſery and danger of that deſperate ſinfulneſs 
and iniquity which he thus in word acknow- 
ledges, but in deed denies, before the moſt 
High? Oh, conſider that there is no trifling 
with this moſt high God, this great, all ſee- 
ing, and e Judge: but from thy own 
mouth, from theſe thy own words and con- 
feſſions, he will judge and condemn thee; 
miſerable ſinner, who lamenting thy fins in 
word, and praying to be delivered from them, 
ſtill retaineſt thoſe fins which thou confeſſeſt; 
Rill continueſt in that iniquity and evil accord- 
ing to which thou deſireſt God not to deal 
with and reward thee ! 

Thus muſt the mouth of every 1 man be 
ſtopped But when we look to the confeſſion 
of fins in our communion-ſervice; how ſhould 
it alarm every heart, humble us before God; 
and cauſe us in the deepeſt manner to deplore 
that ſin wherein we were conceived, and 
' which, like a leproſy; hath ſpotted over all 
our ſoul !—For there with our voices lifted 
up * to the almighty God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, Maker of all things, Judge 
of all men, we acknowledge and bewail our 
manifold fins and wickedneſs, which we from 
time to tinie moſt grievouſly have committed 
by thought, word, and deed, againſt his divine 

Myeſty—provoking moſt juſtly his wrath 
; B 


and 


1 
aud indignation againſt us. We profeſs ear- 
neſtly to repent, to be heartily ſorry for theſe 
our miſdoings : we declare that the remem- 
brance of them is gr:evous unto us, that the 
burden of them is intolerable ; and ſo, hum 
bly intreat our moſt merciful Father, to have 
mercy upon us, for his Son our Lord Teſus 
Chriſt's ſake, — to forgive us all that is paſt, 
and to enable us, for the future, to ſerve and 
pleaſe him in newneſs of life.” 
Who, my brethren, that comes to this ” "Wy 
c.red table, will ever after ſuch a confeſſion 
talk of their — or dare to think highly 
of themſelves Can words be pen'd more 


ſtrong, or can any expreſſions ſpeak more em- 


phatically the contrition and humiliation of 
the ſinner before an almighty Judge? Let 
us not preſume to take them in our mouths, 
nor confeſs that we have been grievouſly wicked 
in thought, in word, and in deed, unleſs we 
have well examined and judged ourſelves, that 
ſo we may not be judged of the Lord, —ugl 
we are firmly reſolved to lead a new life, 
to ſeek in true repentance and faith for pardon 
and acceptance through Jeſus Chrift, 
Which is the IId branch of doctrine, that 
our Liturgy eminently teaches, and that we 
profeſs to believe: for praying to God © to 
have mercy upon us miſerable offenders, we 
requeſt him to ſpare us, who confeſs our 
faults ; 5 


"© 1103 
faults ;; to reſſore them that are penitent ac- 
cording to his promiſes declared unto man- 


kind in Chrift Jeſu our Lord.” And, as the 


foundation of all Chriſtian comfort, we are 
told, (oh, that we may all hear with the car 
of faith !) “ That, He hath given power and 
commandment to his min ſters, to declare and 
pronounce to his people, being penttent, the 
- abſolution and remiſſion of their fins : that, He 
pardoneth and abſolveth all them that, iſt, 
truly repent ; and 2dly, unfeignedly Believe his 
holy Goſpel.” Wherefore we pray to him to 
give us this repentance, and to endue us with 
the grace of the holy Spirit, Sc. And upon 
the confeſſion and knowledge hereof all our 
ſervice i is built, in 204:ch, our Creeds,. or the 
ſhort ſummaries of our faith, are jointly re- 
peated by us all ; ſo that we can never, with- | 
out a manifeſt thock to our conſciences, re- 
peat thoſe Creeds in the preſence of God, and 
deny the great truths of the Goſpel, which 
they contam, as the belief a * Trinity, Father, 
-— "i 2 | Son, 


'* Nay indeed, as we pray to each Perſon of this ſacred 
Trinity to have mere upon us, miſerable Sinners, ſo do we ad- 
dreſs them jointly, Oh koly, bl:fſed and glorions Trinity, three 
Perſons and one God, hate mercy upon us, miſerable Sinners, Thus 
to pray to and not believe in this Trinity, is Idolatry indeed: 

St. John, in his 1ſt Epiſtle, ch. v. 20. having aſſerted the Divinity 
of our Saviour in the ſtrongeſt Terms, adds very remarkably, 
Little Children, keep yourſelves from Idol. We are in Him 
that is true, even in his Son Jelns Chriſt, 0vT0; ici 6 e Ono; 


* 


2 


son, and Holy Ghoſt; of the death, "is | 
rection and aſcenſion of Jeſus Chr: ½ for us; 


"4 —of the aſſiſting. grace of the Spirit, the 


| communion of ſaints, the reſurrection of the 
body, and the life everlaſting : Through 

which, we pray to God to hear and accept us 
penitent ſinners, for the ſake and merits of his 


ſon Jeſus Chriſt; wherein we intreat the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the fins of the 


avorld, to have mercy upon us: Mercifully ta 


1 forgive us our fins ;'and in every ſtate of "life, 
as well as in the hour of death and day = - 
judgment, by his ſufferings and glorigs, we- 
earneſtly implore and ſtrongly importune 
this good Lord to deliver us. 
We deſire God, © whoſe nature and pro- 
perty is ever to have mercy and to forgive, to 
looſe us from the chains of our ſins for the 
| honour of Jeſus Chriſt our mediator and advo- 
cate. And as we thank and bleſs © our 
| heavenly father for our creation, preſervation, 
and all the bleſſings of this life; ſo above all 
for his ineſtimable love in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jeſus Chri/t ; for the 
means of grace, and for the * of glory f 


pu Gwn aeg. Hie ipſe eſt verus — ſame is the true 
God, and eternal Life. Little Children, &. Note, the full Stop 
after 7e/us Chriſt, in our r Pues has no Authority from the. 


Original. 
which 


5 
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bim. Nay we deſire his mefey to be thewed 
upon us as We have faith, "as 4ve db pur ou tuft 
in bim. Who then without this Beurty rer 
pentance and this true faith ſhall ever dare to 
hope for acceptance with God? and if we ure 
found wanting herein, how dreadfully again 

| ſhall we be judged and condemned out of bur 
own mouths ; with which we requeſt God io 
reſtore us that ure penitent, when we never 
think of leaving off one fin; and that, ac- 
cording to his promiſes in Ju Cbrifl. in 
whom we do not believe, when we do not live 
according to his law ? Moreover, in one “. 

our collects we deſire of God to grant, «that .} 
we may ſo perfecid and without doubt bilieve' 

in his 8on Jeſus Chri/t, that our Faith may n- 
ver be reproved in his Jight $.--- And in another 


* See the E whertation in the Communign Service toward 
| $ Collect for St. Thomas the Apoſtle, 4 


acknowledge. 


1 yy That God hat given this his 
on to die for our fins, and to riſe again for our 
juſtification *, to this end or purpoſe, which is 
a third eſſential branch of chriſtian doctrine, 
that we may put away the leaven of malice 
and wickedneſs, and always ſerve him i in Pure 


neſs of living and truth.” . 

What then ſhall they do, who are * e 
of this Church, called by the Name of that 
Lord in whom they thus profeſs to believe as 
the only Redeemer, as dying for their ſing 


and riſing again for their juſtification; to 


whom they pray for pardon of, for deliverance F 
from fin, and for grace to lead a life of pure- 


. neſs and holineſs, while yet they are friends 


to ſin, married to the fleſh, ſlaves to the world 
and all its ſinful luſts, pleaſurgs and - paſſions ? 


7 Out of your own mouths, and by your own 
= confeſſions, will God judge and condemn you, 
oh ye wicked ſervants, if ye do not make 


., haſte to repent, and lead that life which ye 


pray to lead, (oh ſtrange and miſerable blind- 


neis I) and yet remain. fooliſh, diſobedient, de- 


5 ceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living 


in malice and envy, hateful and hating one ano- 
tber .- For obſerve how the joint petitions 
of the church aſcend to the throne of God: 

— that they were found pure and per- 


Collect for firſt e after Eaſter. 
rei * 80 & 


fea! 
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every penitent and contrite heart l) . Grant, 
O moſt merciful. father, for his ſake, that 
we may hereafter. "live a godly, righteous, and 


ſober life, . to the glory of thy holy name.“ In 


which petition is contained every thing, that 
can be deſired to the perfection of the chriſ- 
tian life ; which we beg may be in and by us 
directed, to the glory of God, as its ultimate 

end, both in what we do as to him, our neigh- 

bour, and ourſelves, But this is not all; we 
. requeſt of God daily, (or at leaſt ought to do 
ſo)'** to defend us with his mighty power, 


'$ fect ! che * * 3 breathings of 


Ct Fad 


and to grant that this day we fall into no fin, |} 


neither run into any kind of danger, but that 


ail our doings may be ordered by his gover- 
' nance, to do always that is righteous in his 


ſight.” Mark, theſe are our own. petitions z * 


3 


from theſe words we muſt judge ourſelves, .if | '4 


we donot endeavour to keep ourſelves thus free 
from fin, and thus doing righteouſneſs, which 
his grace, as we ſhall preſently ſee, if defired, 
will enable us to do; for ſo far is our and - 
from being an auſtere: and hard maſter, that, by 
our awn confeſſion, the ſervice of Chriſt is 
perfect freedom. 5 

Oiur litany breathes the moſt earneſt ſpirit | 
of ſapplication for the divine gifts and graces 
of the holy Ghoſt, and all his precious fruits 
In our lives. Andin the general thankſgiving, 


we, 


$3.6 
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e 
* An the krongen terms poffible, © el eh 
5 our alitnighty Father to give us that due ſeriſe 
of all his mercies, that our hearts may be un- 
feignedly thankful, and that we may ſhew 
forth his praiſe, not only with our ps but in 
bur lives, by giving up ourſelves to his ſervice, 
and by walking before hint in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs all our days, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. We defire, at the end of every 


= command ment, The Lord to have mercy upon 5 


us, for our paſt neglect and omiſſion, and to in- 


ene our hearts to keep this law, for the future. 


All through the collects, we ſend up the ſame 


| J -reqtieſts to God, for delivrance from fin and 


for lives of holineſs; and in the communion 
ſervice. as we beg, That God would for 
Orift s ſake forgive us all that is paſt, ſo we 
4 beg. that He would grant us to ſerve and 
pleaſe him in Newneſs of Life, to the honour 
and glory of his name.” That our finful 
bodies may be made clean, by the body of 
e, Chriſt, and our ſouls waſhed through his 
moſt precious blood, and that we may ever- 
more dwell in him, and he in us:—That we 
may be filled with his grace and heavenly 
benediction:“ Which we are affured, that 
we ſhall obtain, if with true penitent hearts 
and lively faith we receive that holy ſacra- 
ment ;—for then we ſpiritually eat the fleſh of 
Chri/s and drink his blood 2 we dwell 
In 


2 ( t7 ) 
in Gir g and — in us, we are one with 
Cbriſi and Chrift with us.” Even as our Sa- 
viour himſelf declares,— Abide i in me and I itt 


As the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf 


— it abide in the vine, no mare cun qe except 
Jie abide in me. 1 am the vine, yr are the 

branches; be that abi deth in me and Jin him, the 
| Jeme 'bringeth forth much fruit: For without 
ye can do nothing* ; which is the IVth ef. 


liturgy, 
- tþelieve » _ in faith of which we pray God 
| to give us his Hoh Spirit; to give unto us (as 
We cannot have it otherwiſe than as a free git 
that peace which paſſeth all under ſtanding ; the 
peculiar gift || of Chrift, and the certain fruit 9 


of the Spirit dwelling in us: To give us a 1 


heart to love and dread him, and to keep his 
commandments; to give increaſe of grace tor , 


all his people; to guide and govern us and his 
whole church by his good Spirit; to cleanſe 


| the thonghts of our hearts by the inſpiration of 
his holy Spirit, that we may rng love and 


worthily magnify his holy name. We de- 
ſire, That as being regenerate and made his 


children by rer and grace, we may daily 


* 


John: xv. 4 5 
ky: ohn xiii. 27· 


8 Galatians vi. 22. 
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ſcotial branch of chriſtianity, whereof * 1 


haps a N which is clearly taught in "= 
4 lent lit which we all profeſs. to 


. 


( 

be renewed by his holy Spirit. — — Indeed ok 
this particular our very entrance and admit- | 
tance into the church is founded, whoſe bap- 
tiſmal ſervice begins with declaring theſe two 
great truths :—1ſt, © Foraſmuch as all men are 
concei ved and born in fin; and 2dly, that our 
ſaviour Chriſt faith, * None can enter into the 
kingdom of God, except he be regenerate and 
born anew of water and the holy Ghoſt.” — 
How much then doth it 8 us to aka 
eſpecial heed, that our ſouls be ſo renewed by 
the holy Ghoſt, as we requeſt, they may bes 
that we be ſo born again; ſince our Saviour's 
words declare, that without this neu birth, this 
renewal by the Spirit, we can never enter into 
che kingdom of heaven? | 
Me confeſs in another collect upon 48 au- 
- thority of the ſacred ſcriptures, That all our 
doings are nothing worth without charity [or 
| love] even as our lord and his apoſtles declare ; 

herefore we requeſt him, to ſend his 
boly Glo, and pour into our hearts that moſt 
excellent gift of love.” If then we do not 
keep God's commandments, which is the only 
mark and evidence of /ove f, how "again will 
this prayer condemn i us ? | 


John iii. 5 
+ John xv. 12. xiv. 1 15. x Corinthians 3 xiii. 


0 3 Further, 
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Further, ve requeſt God, to make and 
create in us new and contrite hearts, -e con- 
feſs that we have no poweg of ourſelves to 
help ourſelves, and therefore deſire him to 
keep us, both outwardly in our bodies, and 
inwardly in our ſouls —We acknowledge that 
| God, by his ſpecial grace preventing us, doth 
put into our minds good defires ;—and we 
Pray that, by his continual help, we may 
bring the ſame to good effect: That, by his 
holy inſpiration; we may think thoſe things that 
be good; and by his merciful. ies may. 
perform the ſane ;—that, by his boly Spirit we 
-may have a right judgment i in all things, and 
evermore rejoice in his holy comfort. That 
ve who cannot do any thing that is good with. 
out him, may by him be enabled to live ac-. 
cording to his will, through the Spirit ena- 
bling us to think and do always ſuch things as 
be ohtful ; making us continually to be given 
to all good works, and in all things direing 
and ruling our hearts,” Nay we d 
he would © endue us with the grace of his 
holy 8 pirit, to amend our lives according to his 
Holy word ;''—and in the communion ſervice, 
« we pray our heavenly Father ſo to aſſiſt us 
with his grace, that we may continue in the 
holy fellowſhip of the ſaints, and do all ſuch 
good works a> he hath proguret: for us to walk . 


W. | 
4p bs What 


| 20 ) 
What then, my brethren, mall we ſay of 
thoſe, who join in and dare to preſent theſt 
prayers to the throne of grace, while they de- 
ny the power and influence of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit of God; while they eſteem as enthuflaſ- 
tical, thoſe very truths, which our litatgy ſets 
forth in the ſtrongeſt terms ; and while, which 
is at the bottom of all the reſt, an evil heart 
and evil life ſufficiently ſhews that they are 
ſtrangers to the cleanſing, purifying, ſanctify- 
ing graces of that Spirit; by whoſe power 
they beg God nevertheleſs to cleanſe their 
hearts, to direct and guide their thoughts and 
actions; which unclean and inipure as they are, 
will be found but ſorry proofs of a Spirit of 
holineſs dwelling in, guiding and influencing 
them? Once more * imagine a ſinner at the 
bar of eternal juſtice, and while his judge en- 
quires of him, wherefore he quenched and 
reſiſted py a finful life, all the motions of the 
bleſſed | | wy ,---think, what can he reply ?— 
e Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, 
thou wicked ſervant,” muſt his Lord fay. 
Thou didſt confeſs, that without my Grace 
thou couldſt do nothing; thou didſt deſire 
to have the thoughts of thy heart cleanſed 
by my Spirit; and yet when I ſent that ſpirit, 
when TI call'd to thee by my word, and would 
fain have awakened thee from fin, thou re- 
| edt 
See Page 6. 
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beat 5 * ME SIY none. py, my 


counſels, chooſy ing death rather than life; — 
therefore be it unto thee according to thy mi- 
ſerable choice.” 8 

Thus have f + felefted fs paſſages from 
the Pre ers ee we, ourſelves 28 up to 


of N {24-54 8 . | 8 it * be- 
longs to another conſideration; though in it 
is contained the 


ſum and ſubſtance of Shes i 

gone before, and of all e riſtianity. To ſhew 
its agreement, according to the heads of doc- 
trine in this diſcourſe, 16, We confeſs in it, 
our fins and treſpaſſes, defiring them to be for- 
given, upon condition of our mutual for- 
giveneſs, 2. We apply to God as our father, 
which, without faith, we cannot do accepta- 
bly, for 4vithout faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
Ged*:—Atid in doing which, weiacknow- 
ledge the peace purchaſed by Chrifl, who hath 
reconciled us to God even the father, and fent the 
Spirit of adoption into our hearts, whereby we 
cry, abba, Father +. 3. We defire that, his 
name may N . 70 ſanctified] in our 
lives and in all our words ; that his kingdom of 


grace and glory may come to us, and all man- 


 # Hebrews xi. 6. 
+ Romans viii. 15, &c. 


kind; 


kind; and that we may all, in pureneſs and 1 
holineſs of living, do bis will bere. on earth as | 
his fervants do it in beaven; A d to enable us 
ſo to do, we beg of him, 4. To give 1 750 by 
day our daily bread ;——the conſtan 
his gracious Spirit, to Fa and 15 — + 
, fouls; which, if we'ſeck firſt, we are aſſured 
thar food and all earthly things ſhall not be 
wanting unto us “; : and this grate f and Spirit 
affiſting us, we pray, « as for ſupport, ſo for de- 
liverance from temptation and the power of 
the evil one, our ſpiritual and deadly enemy. 
It would be very eaſy to ſelect from our li- 
turgy petitions confirming every point of 
chriſtian doctrine; and it would be as eaſy to 
confirm, in return, every paſſage (as well 
thoſe here ſelected, as the reſt) by texts of |. 
feripture, and authors of the greateſt eminence 
in the church of England ; a work which 
might not be without its uſefulneſs, but which 
is far. beyond the compaſs of a fingle ſermon, £ 
I have ſatisfied myſelf therefore with theſe 
four- main pillars of the chriſtian faith, ſo 
ſtrongly built up in our liturgy.—1ſt, The 
doctrine of the univerſal fin and miſery of 
man, 2. His free and full redemption there- 
from by repentance and faith in our Lord Je- 
2 Chriſt. 3. The fruits and effects thereof 
hen in a life of love and holineſs, and 4. 
| | The 
* Matt. vi. 33. . | 
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The abſolute inabi br of, man to receive this 
bleſſing; othieririſe* than by the grace and aſ- 
15 ſiſtance f God 8 holy Spirit — 4A nd theſe doc- 
trines will be found to contain all the reſt: 
Theſe ſhew us our ſtate, and the way to fal- 
vation; theſe (in the words of the liturgy) 
ſufficiently prevent us from © truſting in our 
own Fighteouſneſs.” * Theſe muſt convince 
us, * how unworthy we are, through our 
manifold fins and offences, to offer any ſacri- 
ice unto God, who yet is well pleaſed with 
our imperfect, though bounden duty and ſer- 
vice; whom we can only approach, as truſt- 
ing in his manifold and great mercies, and as 
requeſting him not to weigh our merits, but to 
pardon our offences, throu gh Fe eſus Chriſt our 
Lord.“ 1 
Iwill treſpaſs upon your patience but a few 
minutes longer, juſt to obſerve, how much 
we ſhould prize this excellent ſervice of our 
church, which is thus pure in its doctrines, 
thus ſound in its precepts: And how we 
ſhould be. inflamed to ardent, earneſt devotion 
by prayers compoſed with ſuch a remarkable 
agreement to ſcripture, with ſuch a ſpirit and 
energy of expreſſion, that we may pronounce 
them every thing but inſpired: The com- 
poſers and compilers of which excellent ſer- 
vice, moſt of them, after many and grievous 


ion ſealed i its truths with their blood! 
And 


5 
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* (26), 
e 00 (to uſe the, words of an ao wiiter) 
who ſhall dare to viplate this 15225 _ which 


How hall « we call ens Martyn if. we. deny 
their faith ? How ſhall we celebrate their yic- 
tory, if we diſlike their cauſe? Af we believe 
them to be crowned, why ſhall we deny chat 
they trove lawfully? So that if they, dying 
in e Wil of this book, were martyrs, why 
do we condemn the book for which they | 
died? If we will not call them martyrs, it is 
clear, we have changed our religion fince 
then; and then it. ſhould be conſidered whi- 
ther we are fallen? The reformers of king 
Edward's time died for it: In queen Eliæa- 
beth's time they avowed it under the protec- 
tion of an excellent princeſs ; but in the ſad 
interval of queen Mary s reign it ſuffered per- 
ſecution : And it is but an unhandſome com- 
pliance for reformers to be unlike their bre- 
thren, and to be like their enemies ; to do, as 
do the Papiſts, and only to ſpeak great words 
againſt them. And it will be fad to live in an 
age that will diſavow king Edward's and queen 
Elizabeth's religion and manner of worſhipp ing 
God ; and in an age that ſhall do as did queen 
Mary's biſhops, reject and conteran the book 
of prayer and the religion contained in it. 


* See Biſhop Jeremy Taylor's preface t to his 2 for 
aut hori ſed and Set Forms of Timer. 


1 (25). 
God grant, we may never live to ſe ſuch an 
upd; but rejoice from generation to generation 
In the full and free poſſeſſion of this ineſtima- 
ble blefling ! Yet let us remember, my bre< 
thren, and deeply fix it in our hearts, that be- 
ing members of ſuch a church, and ſharers in 
ſuch a ſervice, will bat enhance our condem- 
nation, if we live not ag we profeſs to believe; 
finde the ters of the word, and not the bearers 
only, are Juſtified before God : Sinte faith with- 
out works, is like the body without breath, a dead 
and lifeteſs maſs . 
And to examine a litfle, whether we do in- 

e ſo live as we Profeſs, whether we ſhew 
forth God's praiſe in our lives, as well as with 
our lips let us aſk;---You confeſs your- 
felves ſinners ;---(Nay, but fore man may 
ſtop me and ſay, I do not confeſs myſelf 
ſuch. I am clear from this condetnnation 
' which you ſpeak of from the prayers; for 
though I come to church, I never ſay theſd 
prayers, I never kneel to this God, I never lift 
up my heart to him, my eyes and thoughts are 
differently employed mean while.” STI 
vile pretence ! then ſo much the more doſt 
thou condemn tayſelf, notorious and baſe hy- 
pocrite-z---for by baptiſm thou waſt made the 
property of Chriſt; thou belongeſt to him, 
thou art his ſervant by creation and rodemprion; 


* „ „ # | 
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-=-- He hath purchaſed thee with a price great 
and ineſtimable: And how auſtere a maſter 
ſever thou may'ſt think him; be aſſured, he 
will reckon very ſtrictly with thee ; he will 
call thee to a very exact account: And until 
thou becomeſt wholly apoſtate, ſeparateſt thy- 
{elf from his church intirely, and joineſt thyſelf 
to the ſynagogue of the Jews or the moſque of 
the Mabometans, thou beareſt a part in her 
prayers, and thoſe prayers will condemn thee. 

. Nay, and if thou doſt leave the church of 
Cbriſt thou canſt not be ſaved, for there is /al- 
vation in no other*, So that, poor ſinner, thou 
art miſerably beſet ; there is no flying from 
death, from God, and from judgment; no 
way to be happy but to leave thy ſins and be 
holy ;—and with this ſolemn truth I will leave 
thee, intreating God to lift up the light of his 

merciful love on the darkneſs of thy benight- 
ed heart.) — You confeſs yourſelves ſinners ? 
before God ; grievous, erring, offending, 
blind, and ſpotted ſinners; without any health 
in any faculty of your ſouls, without any good 
thing dwelling in your fleſh ;---you confeſs 
that your ſins are grievous to you, the burden 
of them intolerable ;---but does your heart 


go with your lips ?- do ye indeed feel and la- 
ment, what theſe words expreſs if ye do 


not, theſe very words condemn you ; you _ 


* Acts | IV. 12. 
a lie 


(27) 
a ** to the ſearcher of hearts, and with im- 
pudent boldneſs confeſs and tell to him what 
you know to be falſe — 0h, for the ſake of 
Chrift, fly from this danger! and let the ſenſe | 


of it Ku all things ſhew you the deep and 
horrible ſinfulneſs of your ſouls, not afraid as 


they are, thus to lie unto the almighty fearcher 
of hearts. | 


| You profeſs to repent, and pray for faith in 
cbriſt do you Wiſh then for true repen- 


tance, do you deſire hearty faith? If you ſee 
yourſelves ſinners you cannot but defire faith, 
fince that alone can bring you to Chriſt, and 
ſo ſave you from your fins :—but if theſe 
words are only the fruit of the lips ;—take 
heed, once more I warn thee —thy own 
mouth condemneth thee. 
Fou pray to lead a godly, righteous and ſober 
Ife to the glory of God; is God's glory then the 
end and aim of your actions? Do you intend 
it in all you do, towards him, your neighbour 
and yourſelf? or rather, do you never think at 
all thereof, but intend and act as your own 
pleaſure, luſt, intereſt or caprice directs ?—Oh 
thou wicked ſervant, who thus injureſt thy 
Lord and thyſelf! theſe thy own words, 
& Grant, O moſt merciful Father for his ſake, 
that I may hereafter live a godly, righteous 
and fober life, will be bitter againſt thee at 
ms Gay of ſad account.—Sinner, they will 
* 2 ſtrike 
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ſtrike thee ſpeechleſs before God: Oh, that 
now they might be found powerful to awaken 
thy ſoul, and to drive thee to that ſpirit of 
grade and comfort, by whoſe aid and inſpira- 
tion alone we all acknowledge ourſelves ena- 
bled to think, to act and live a life agreeable to 
God.—Oh, that thou wouldſt ſeriouſſy lay 
theſe things to heart, and be moved by theſe 
terrors to ſeek for the louing-kindneſs of the 
Lord. For what ſhall it profit thee to hold 
out, to loſe thy own ſoul, though thou couldſt 
gain the whole world ? what ſhall it profit thee 
to deſpiſe the long-ſuffering, the mercy and 
forbearance of thy God and Saviour, not En- 
ing, not applying that knowledge to thy eter- 
nal advantage; that the goodneſs of God leadeth 
thee to repentance? Oh, that we may none of 
us be found deſpiſers of his goodneſs and love, 
quenching the kindly admonitions of his Spi; 
rit, rejecting his holy and heavenly motions; 
ut that we may gladly welcome him into 
all our hearts, give up our ſouls to his divine 
guidance, and by his bleſſed influence be 
found ſuch happy improvers of the talents 
intruſted to our charge, as to hear from our 
almighty Judge and King, ? Well done thou 
good and faithful ſervant, thou haſt been 
faithful over a few Wings I will make thee 
| kuler 
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rulee over many —_— enter thou into the 


joy of thy Lord!” 


Which divine voice, that we may all hear, 

grant bleſſed Father for the ſake of Jau 
Chrifi, thy beloved Son, and our moſt * 
Saviour, Amen. | 
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The following Books and Tracts written by the 
ſume Author, may be had of V. Faden, in Wine- 
O ice Court, Fleet: ſtreet, and E. Dilly, in the 
Poultry. A 
1. Aufs of Sermons on the Miracles of our Saviour. 
1 Preach'd in the Pariſh Churches of We/t-Ham, 
Eſerx, and St. Olave's, Hart-Street, London, in two 
Volumes, Price bound in Calf, 125. The Firſt Völume 
contains, 1. The Eaſineſs of Chriſt's Yoke; or, an intro- 
ductory Sermon. 2. The Cleanſing of the Leper. 3. The 
ood * 4. The Paralytic cured. 5. The Wi- 
dow's Son of Nain. 6. The Wind and Sea rebuked. 
7. The Man diſpoſſeſſed of the Legion. 8. The deaf 
and dumb Man cured. 9g. Blind Bartimeus. 10. The 
withered Hand reſtor'd. The Second Volume contains, 
11. The Marriage of Cana in Galilee. 12. The Pool of 
Betheſda. 13. The thankful Penitent, 14. The bloody 
Iſſue healed. 15. The faithful Canaanite, 16. The 
Loaves and Fiſhes. 17. The Man born blind. 18. La- 
zarus raiſed, 19. Jeſus driving the Buyers and Sellers 
out. of the Temple, 20. The barren Fig-tree. 


OY | Second Courſe d . on the Parables of 


dur Saviour, in two Volumes. The firſt Volume contains, 


1. Of the Sower. 2. Of the Tares. 3. Of the Seed ſpring- 
ing up, &c. 4. Of the Merchant ſeeking goodly Pearls, 
Sc. 5. Of the Labourers in the Vineyard. 6. The rich 
Fool. 7. Of the loſt Sheep, Cc. 8. Of the prodigal 
Son. 9. Of the importynate Widow. 10. Of the Pha- 
riſee and Publican. The ſecond Volume contains, 11. 
Of the unmerciful Servant. 12. Dives and Lazarus. 13. 
Of the two Sons. 14. Of the Huſbandmen who ſlew 
the Heir. 15. Of the Marriage of the King's Son. 16. 
Of the Talents, 1 & Of the ten Virgins. 18. Of the 
two Debtors. 19. Of the unjuſt Steward. 20. Of the 


good Samaritan, Sc. PE 

3. The Hymns of Callimachus, tranſlated from the 
Greek into Engliſh Verſe, with explanatory Notes. To 
which are added, Select Epigrams, and the Coma Berenices 
of the ſame Author, Six Hymns of Orpheus, and the Enco- 
mium of Ptolemy by Theocritus. Price 10s, d. common 


4. The 


Paper. 16s. fine, 


of Two Sermons, preached in the Pari 


* 1 5 
Sold by W. Faden, & 
4. The Church Catechiſm, explained a after a new Me- 


thod, with Proofs from Scripture," N 2 
Article. Price 2d. * | 

5. An Earneſt Addreſs to his Pariſhioners 7 
niſter of the Church of England, concerning the 
Nature, Means and Marks of true Faith in Chrift #7 
Deſigned principally for the Poor, The third 


Price 2d. or 1s. 6d. per Dozen. 


6. A Word of Advice to Sureties in Baptiſm * 2 bei 
a ſhort Extract from a Sermon on chat Subject. Price 1d. 


or 9d. per Dozen. 


7. The Chriftian Sacrament and Sacrifice, extrated 
from Dr. Brevint. Price 2d. or 15. 6d. per Dozen. 


* B. The above three Tracts may be had neatly ſewed 
together in Marble-Paper. Price 6d. | 


8. The Sinful Chriſtian condemned by his own Pray- 
ers, the Fourth Edition, in Octavo, price 6d. 9. The | 
Nature and Neceſſity of Faſting ; — the Subſtance 

Churches of 
Hſt. Ham, Eſſeæ, and St. Olaue s, Hart-Street, London, 
To which is added, Two Solemn Acts of Private Devo. 
tion, from the pious Biſhop Kennet's Practice of Divine 
Love, ſold by E. 2 price 6d. 
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